2023 Kansas Statutes

50-1202. Legislative declaration. The legislature declares that the authority for K.S.A.
2023 Supp. 50-1201 through 50-1211, and amendments thereto, is the following:

(a) The tenth amendment to the constitution of the United States guarantees to the
states and their people all powers not granted to the federal government elsewhere in
the constitution and reserves to the state and people of Kansas certain powers as they
were understood at the time that Kansas was admitted to statehood in 1861. The
guaranty of those powers is a matter of contract between the state and people of
Kansas and the United States as of the time that the compact with the United States
was agreed upon and adopted by Kansas in 1859 and the United States in 1861.

(b) The ninth amendment to the constitution of the United States guarantees to the
people rights not granted in the constitution and reserves to the people of Kansas
certain rights as they were understood at the time that Kansas was admitted to
statehood in 1861. The guaranty of those rights is a matter of contract between the
state and people of Kansas and the United States as of the time that the compact with
the United States was agreed upon and adopted by Kansas in 1859 and the United
States in 1861.

(c) The second amendment to the constitution of the United States reserves to the
people, individually, the right to keep and bear arms as that right was understood at
the time that Kansas was admitted to statehood in 1861, and the guaranty of that
right is a matter of contract between the state and people of Kansas and the United
States as of the time that the compact with the United States was agreed upon and
adopted by Kansas in 1859 and the United States in 1861.

(d) Section 4 of the bill of rights of the constitution of the state of Kansas clearly
secures to Kansas citizens, and prohibits government interference with, the right of
individual Kansas citizens to keep and bear arms. This constitutional protection is
unchanged from the constitution of the state of Kansas, which was approved by
congress and the people of Kansas, and the right exists as it was understood at the
time that the compact with the United States was agreed upon and adopted by Kansas
in 1859 and the United States in 1861.

History: L. 2013, ch. 100, § 2; April 25.



