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Chairman Powell and members of the committee, I am Mark Rude, Executive Director of the Southwest
Kansas Groundwater Management District No. 3. I appear before you today in support of the restoration of
funding for the lost water measurement stations needed to manage the available Arkansas River water supplies
in Southwest Kansas, which is the purpose of HB 2357. We support using state revenue generated from State
owned oil and gas property beneath the bed and banks of the river to manage the river flows.

On April 12, 1984 an IGUCA was requested by GMD3 for the Upper Arkansas River, and in 1985 the
KS v CO Supreme Court case was filed. Since those dates, work to improve timely information on the Upper
Arkansas River and canal operations has been ongoing to improve measurement and management decisions that
maximize the usable water supply in southwest Kansas. Efforts to develop and maintain usable gaging sites and
important timely data have been sporadic and dependent on available DWR resources since that time. Working
agreements between DWR and the Ditch companies in the 1990’s resulted in sophisticated concrete measuring
flumes installed by the ditches with the understanding that if this was done, DWR would contract with the
USGS to provide hydrogropher and equipment services and provide web based publishing of flow information
for timely and accurate information. This has worked very well until the agency funding crunch.

The lack of agency funds ended the operating partnership with the USGS on five sites (two river gages
and three canal gages). In October 2010 the U.S. Geological Survey discontinued operation of the five gages
which are located in the Upper Arkansas River or in irrigation ditches fed by Arkansas River flows. DWR’s
share for funding these five discontinued Arkansas River/ditch gages would have been $33,420 in FY 2011. At
present, the cost to resume operation of these five gages would be $55,360 because federal matching funds were
committed to other streamgages and federal funds for streamgages are expected to decrease this year. Projects
to improve river operations and water sharing in the Upper Ark are underway and the results of these projects
rely on accurate gaging data. Compact commissioners Randy Hayzlett and Dave Brenn are directly involved in
the projects and support this initiative to restore funding to the needed gages.

The loss of these gages affects Kansans ability to manage the river resource and to quantify releases
needed from John Martin Reservoir to satisfy Kansas water users and to distribute the available surface water
flows. The management of the river water supplies is impaired without the needed funding for these gages. I
have attached some information and graphs that may help illustrate how this information is used to manage
deliveries from Colorado in southwest Kansas.

State general fund revenues from oil and gas leases of state land have been provided from the river
corridor for many years, and HB 2357 simply seeks to establish a fund from these river revenues to manage the
river.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. I will stand for questions at the appropriate time.
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Key Gaging stations in ...« Arkansas River Basin below Puc.O Reservoir, Colorado
(From Kansas DWR)
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Provided with GMD3 testimony in support of HB 2357.

Sample graphs from Kansas DWR.
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