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Good morning Madame Chairman and members of the Committee.  My name is Kenneth 

(Ken) Buchele.  On October 21, 2011 Senate President Stephen R. Morris appointed me 

to the Kansas Bioscience Authority Board of Directors.  As you know this appointment 

must be confirmed by either the Senate Confirmation Oversight Committee of by the full 

Senate.  This hearing is part of that process.  

 

I realize that in recent months there has been a good deal of controversy surrounding the 

KBA.  I assure you that I do not have any private agenda that would cloud my judgment 

as a board member.  I am not aware of any business conflict of interest.  I might point out 

as point of full disclosure that I have known Secretary of Agriculture Dale Rodman since 

I was a student at Kansas State University and became acquainted with David Vranicar, 

Interim President and CEO of KBA as a coworker at Birch Telecom. 

 

I have long felt that Kansas should be a leader in the bioscience arena.  We have great 

universities with outstanding research capabilities and the raw materials to supply the 

industry.  The completion of the National Bio and Agro-Defense Facility (NBAF) in 

Manhattan should bring even more resources and talent to Kansas. 

 

The Senate Confirmation Oversight Committee has compiled a great deal of information 

about me as part of the required background check.  I am aware that you have access to 

that information.  However for the purposes of this hearing, I would like to present a brief 

summary to support my confirmation to the KBA Board of Directors.  

   

I grew up near Cedar Vale, Kansas on a farm and ranch owned by my father and uncle.  I 

entered K-State as a freshman in 1962.  While there I was involved in a number of 

student government activities.   

 

Upon graduating with a Bachelors of Science in Feed Technology, I accepted a job with 

Cargill in February 1967.  While in their training program I was able to visit many of 

their facilities.  Upon finishing the training program I was assigned to a position in Fort 

Worth, Texas in their Nutrena Feed Division.  In 1969 I left Cargill to join the Peace 

Corps and was assigned to a program working with Agricultural Co-ops in the Amazon 

region of Brazil.  I was in Brazil from September 1969 to December 1971.  During that 

time I became fluent in Portuguese. My international experience is important because the 

bioscience industry is worldwide.  Specifically my experience in Brazil could be helpful 

because it is also a major producer of raw materials and is becoming a major player in 

this industry.  I have made two trips to Brazil since my return in 1971.  The most recent 

was in 2009. 
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I began my banking career in 1972 in Emporia, Kansas.  At one point as senior lender for 

Bank IV Emporia I managed a loan portfolio of around 70 million dollars.  My 

department staff consisted of 5 people.  I recently retired from ESB Financial (a family 

owned bank with facilities in Emporia and Manhattan, Kansas) as a Senior Vice President 

in commercial lending. Part of the responsibility of the KBA board is approving 

applications for grants, loans or investments in companies in the bioscience field.  In 

many cases these organizations are start-up companies or in the early stages of 

development.  I have been evaluating business financial information and business plans 

for almost 40 years. 

 

During my career, I have been involved with many organizations as a board member and 

officer such as the Emporia Community Foundation, Emporia Chamber of Commerce, 

Newman Regional Health, Kansas State  University Alumni Association, Emporia State 

University Foundation, Frontier Financial Partners (a SBA Certified Development 

Company), and the Mental Health Center of East Central Kansas.  In each of these 

examples I was on a volunteer board charged with the responsibility of managing a 

professional staff with significant budgets.  I understand the challenges of volunteer 

boards that meet on a monthly or quarterly basis. 

 

Except for the time in Fort Worth and Brazil I have been a lifelong resident in the State of 

Kansas.  My wife Marilyn and I have been married for over 36 years. 

 

Since I am now retired from a full-time job I will have the time to spend on the matters 

that come before the KBA.  Thank you for your consideration of my confirmation to the 

KBA Board of Directors. 

 

I will be glad to respond to any specific questions you may have. 
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