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The Kansas Wildlife Federation is a 63-year old grassroots organization of hunters, anglers and
concerned wildlife conservationists that promotes hunting and fishing opportunities and
associated recreation for the benefit of all hunters, anglers and outdoor enthusiasts. KWF
supports the sustainable use and management of fish and wildlife and their habitats through

education, partnerships, outreach, and policy oversight.

KWTF opposes House Bill 2362, which profoundly modifies the Kansas Nongame and
Endangered Species Conservation Act of 1975. KWF was involved in getting the nongame
program passed in Kansas. HB 2362 will result in serious consequences for the protection of
imperiled, native, wild animal species that are important components of the natural heritage of

the State of Kansas.

One of our biggest concems is that enacting HB 2362 will, in practice, effectively relinquish
Jocal management authority for nongame species to the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service under the
authority of the Endangered Species Act of 1973. The Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and
Tourism would be relegated to a secondary and advisory role in development review,
conservation planning, conflict resolution, mitigation, and delisting of protected species,
resulting in more expensive and protracted review and permitting process. Many ‘avoidance’
opportunities occur with discussions between the department and project sponsors.

KWF contends that the KDWPT has an excellent record as a lead agency in managing the
nongame wildlife resources as they intersect with the development of natural resources. It is
important to note that in atypical year, KDWPT staff reviews about 2,000 projects under their
authorities, and typically only one-half of one percent requires any mitigation expense. HB 2362
is'a huge change in a very successful law to address such a small issue. :

HB 2362 specifically removes protections for those state protected species that peripherally enter
Kansas. There is accumulating scientific data and professional opinion that the most essential
conservation efforts take place at the edges of a species range. We can best help restore T&E

~ species to their original range by enhancing habitats on the fringes of their currently restricted
population areas. (See works below and references therein.)
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http://www.arlis.org/docs/vol1/69415913/channell_edited_final feb 8.pdf
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/documents/bl02fraser3.pdf ‘
http://www.davidsuzuki.org/publications/downloads/2010/On-the-Edge-Sept-2010.pdf -

A 2011 survey commissioned by the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism was
conducted by Responsive Management Inc. regarding: Kansas Residents’ Opinions on
Threatened and Endangered Wildlife and Actions to Protect Wildlife by Responsive
Management. It revealed some very interesting information:

“An overwhelming majority of Kansas residents (91%) agree that the Department should
continue to identify and protect habitat critical to the existence of threatened and endangered-

wildlife.”

“Approximaf,ely 66% of landowners would strongly or moderately support the reintroduction of
a threatened and endangered wildlife species to its historical range if that range was near or
adjacent to the landowner’s property:” ‘

See the following website to view the results of a sﬁrvey on the high levels of support for
recovery of endangered species. Kansas Residents’ Opinions on Threatened and Endangered
Wildlife and Actions to Protect Wildlife by Responsive Management.

(http://www.kdwpt.state. ks.us/news/ ServiceS/Threatened—and-Endangered—WildIiﬁ:/Kénsas—
Residents'-Opinions-on-Threatened-and-Endangered-Wildlife-and-A ctions-to-Protect-Wildlife-

by-Responsive-Management)

The Kansas Wildlife Federation feels it is in the best interest of all Kansans to maintain the
Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism as the lead agency in conservation and
natural resource planning, particularly as it pertains to the protection of sensitive species, critical
habitat designation, and permit reviews. It is tragic that state senators and representatives are
being pushed, like never before, by special interests to undermine wildlife conservation measures
in Kansas. We therefore ask you to oppose the passage of HB 2363.

Thank you for considering our concerns.
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