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House Commerce and Econoric Development Committee

Testimony régarding HB 2206
Chairman Kleeb-and Members of the committee:
Thank:you for the oppertunity to.speak to:you today. in opposition to HB-2206.

1 am here:to speakto-you today as a constifner and-a local business owner. I'ama State Farm agent who has:lived
and worked in the Olathe area for over twetity years. )

The proposal to sell wine and stronger beer in-grocery stores, convenience stores, and mega-stores is not something
I'can support. “There hais been a great deal of marketing put into the public relationis message promoting
convenience, but corivenience is not the:only isstie to consider. ‘

Firstofall, inthis economy, Kansas rieeds ts small businesses and the jobs'they provide: As miuchas ] Welcome the
bigibusinesses and the'big retailers fo our area, we need the small businiesses to provide'the purchiasinia ower: 1
lgasinig; the buyingof insuranc loym its i i
is'a quoted study tha
ared in-compariso
grow:and flourish. We:
their stores-and taxiricreirient firiancing;.

‘ ly-owned businesses spend 3 times more:of their income in theiim
lain stores: Strong and vital.communities need theirunique, small local businesses to
done enough to encourage the exparision of the big box stores — even helping them build

whien | go intd iy neighborhood liquor store, but do's iidren in every grocary.
store, convenierice store; and mega-store.. | certainly don't fake my Grandson into-the liquor ’S_fQ.r.e; bit do-venture
info the grocery store; convenience $toré or discount store with-im'on occasion:

Itis likely that there: will be people wihio will see the “Uncork Kansas"logo and think “What the heck!” Why not? But
after careful thought-aine should realize there are mary teasons why not. Over the past 10 years, | have worked to
become a more‘edicated consumer.and a smartervoter, | am active in my community and talk to people about the
latest news that affects otrcommunity. | feel confident Insdying that there may be people who think the idea sounds
great — but will it be a'reason to vote? | don't think so. Please focus on strengthening our business and local jobs-and
avoid policies that are certain to do more harm'thari good. There are truly important policy issues to consider —and.
expanding liquor sales at the expense of Karisas businesses or the safety of our children isn't one of them,

Lenjoy an occasional glass of Malbec.. | am happy to continue to buy it in a locally owned businessbecauseitis |

beter for our communty.and ultimatsly, i's better for me, my famiy, and my business t00.
| House Commerce & Economic
Development Committee
Date: 9:1-13
Attachment #:__ &’Q A




