Good morning.

Let me begin by saying on behalf of Rear Admiral Roberts, the METC Commandant, thank you
for this opportunity to be with you today. Thank you for letting me speak to you about the
quality of education and training that our active duty and reserve personnel receive at METC and
more specifically in the areas of Emergency Medical Technician, Paramedic, and Licensed
Vocational Nursing.

While this slide may give you the impression that I’ll be doing that from the perspective of a
Doctor of Educational Administration who is a Navy Commander, as well as someone who is
fixated with how many initials he can stack up after his name, that’s not the message, rather, it’s
apoint. Ithink it’s far more important that you know I'm talking to you today, at least initially,
as Seaman Recruit Seal.

Seaman recruit Seal proudly enlisted in the Navy in 1990 and because he wasn’t smart enough to
give up, he managed to complete all those degrees while on active duty. And let me tell you it
was much harder than it looks on this slide because I had to needlessly repeat scads of courses in
satisfaction of each degree. Sometimes almost twice as many courses than required. I’ve
attended 15 colleges and universities and if there’s a reason to deny transfer credit I’ve seen it
more than once. :

Doing this as a student I often thought gosh, getting this degree seems a lot harder than it needs
to be. Guess what? Today I can say in my expert opinion, I was right. It was then and it still is
too hard for military personnel to complete their civilian credentials. I can also tell you that it’s
no accident I'm here today as I am. You see, this is my mission and this is my passion.

Hopefully these will be enough to provide you with what you need to make a difference, to make
a profound difference in the lives of our veterans, active duty, and reserve military personnel.
But their not just personnel. They’re folks who trade the cloth of our nation for civies, and call
Kansas home. And as you’re about to see, they come home with more education, more training,
and more real experience often times in austere environments and even under fire.

But before I do that, I think it’s very important to frame the larger context of our discussion about
EMT, Paramedic, & LVN education and training. To do that, I’d like to show you a short video
about the Medical Education and Training Campus that now exists at Fort Sam Houston of Joint
Base San Antonio.

Dr. Mitch Seal, EdD, ME4-IT, BSN, RN-BC
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