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20-302b. District magistrate judges; jurisdiction, powers and duties; appeals. (a) Subject to assignment
pursuant to K.S.A. 20-329, and amendments thereto, a district magistrate judge shall have the jurisdiction and power,
in any case in which a violation of the laws of the state is charged, to conduct the trial of traffic infractions, cigarette or
tobacco infractions or misdemeanor charges, to conduct felony first appearance hearings and the preliminary
examination of felony charges and to hear misdemeanor or felony arraignments. Except as otherwise provided, in civil
cases, a district magistrate judge shall have jurisdiction over actions filed under the code of civil procedure for limited
actions, K.S.A. 61-2801 et seq., and amendments thereto, and concurrent jurisdiction, powers and duties with a
district judge. Except as otherwise specifically provided in this subsection and subsection (b), in all other civil cases, a
district magistrate judge shall have jurisdiction over any civil action not filed under the code of civil procedure for
limited actions only with the consent of the parties. A district magistrate judge shall have jurisdiction over uncontested
actions for divorce.
(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a), in the absence, disability or disqualification of a district judge, a
district magistrate judge may:
(1) Grant a restraining order, as provided in K.S.A. 60-902, and amendments thereto;
(2) appoint a receiver, as provided in K.S.A. 60-1301, and amendments thereto; and
(3) make any order authorized by K.S.A. 23-2707, and amendments thereto.
(c) (1) All actions or proceedings before a district magistrate judge regularly admitted to practice law in Kansas shall
be on the record if such actions or proceedings would be on the record before a district judge.
(2) In accordance with the limitations and procedures prescribed by law, and subject to any rules of the supreme
court relating thereto, any appeal permitted to be taken from an order or final decision of a district magistrate judge:
(A) who is not regularly admitted to practice law in Kansas shall be tried and determined de novo by a district judge,
except that in civil cases where a record was made of the action or proceeding before the district magistrate judge,
the appeal shall be tried and determined on the record by a district judge; and (B) who is regularly admitted to
practice law in Kansas shall be to the court of appeals.
(d) Except as provided in subsection (e), upon motion of a party, the chief judge may reassign an action from a
district magistrate judge to a district judge.
(e)  Upon motion of a party for a petition or motion filed under the Kansas code for care of children requesting
termination of parental rights pursuant to K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 38-2361 through 38-2367, and amendments thereto, the
chief judge shall reassign such action from a district magistrate judge to a district judge.
History: L. 1976, ch. 146, § 13; L. 1977, ch. 112, § 2; L. 1979, ch. 92, § 12; L. 1979, ch. 80, § 2; L. 1983, ch. 140, § 3;
L. 1984, ch. 39, § 31; L. 1985, ch. 115, § 30; L. 1986, ch. 115, § 32; L. 1986, ch. 137, § 1; L. 1986, ch. 137, § 2; L. 1990,
ch. 212, § 1; L. 1992, ch. 312, § 30; L. 1995, ch. 193, § 11; L. 1996, ch. 214, § 23; L. 1998, ch. 148, § 1; L. 1999, ch.
159, § 1; L. 2000, ch. 171, § 3; L. 2001, ch. 157, § 1; L. 2004, ch. 71, § 6; L. 2006, ch. 169, § 92; L. 2007, ch. 195, § 10;
L. 2011, ch. 26, § 40; L. 2012, ch. 162, § 30; L. 2014, ch. 71, § 1; July 1.


