Transition Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
From the iTransition App by the Disability Rights Center of Kansas

Go to www.iLransitionKS.org
or download the app at the iTunes (Apple) or Google Play (Android) app stores.

What is a Transition Plan?

A transition plan helps you move into adult life after high school. It helps you reach your
dreams. Your school must develop a written transition plan as part of your Individualized
Education Program (IEP). Having an effective transition plan is important. It helps you get the
right services and supports so you can do what you want after high school. A transition plan can
help you do things like get a job, train for a job, continue your education, and live independently.

What are transition services?

If you have an Individualized Education Program (IEP), you have a right to transition services.
Transition services are the skills you need to be a successful adult. These skills include social
skills, employment skills, independent living skills, and community activities. '

Everyone must work together so you can transition from high school to being an adult.
Teamwork is key. The student, parents, [EP teamn members, teachers and community supports
and resources must all work together as a team.

By age of 14, a student’s IEP must explain the transition services needed for that student. It must
detail what classes and educational services you need to help prepare you to move to adult life.
By age 16, the IEP Team must write the actual transition plan. Both of these things may happen
earlier if the child may be at risk of not completing high school.

A student’s right to transition services ends when the student graduates high school or reaches
the age of 22, whichever comes first.

Transition planning occurs as part of the IEP process. Make clear before the TEP team meeting
that you want to discuss the transition plan. The IEP Team writes the Individual Transition Plan
(ITP) during the JEP Team mecting.

The Transition Plan must to be about the student’s needs, wants, and goals. It should also include
goals and timelines for Team members. This will help ensure progress on the transition goals.

Effective transition planning involves the student completing several of tests to help determine
the student’s interests, skills, and goals.



To ensure that the written education plan (IEP) is right for you the IDEA Jaw requires the IEP
teamn to think about the following:

» Strengths of the student

o Concerns of the parent for their child’s education

o Results of the initial evaluation and/or most recent evaluation
e The academic, developmental and functional needs of the student
» Bchavioral concerns

» Limited English proficiency

o Braille needs

o Communication needs

« Assistive technology

« Extended School Year

¢ Notification to Kansas Rehabilitative Services

« Physical Education needs

« Potential harmful effects from receiving special education

The IDEA law also requires the education plan (IEP) include the following:

¢ A statement of the student’s skills, abilities and emotional behavior

» A list of any special education and related services the student may need to learn
» Specific academic, behavioral and/or social goals to measure student’s progress
+ How the student will participate in statewide testing

» What services the student will receive

e How often these services will be required. How long they will last.

» Starting at age 14, inclusion of transition services (see prior FAQs on transition)

How is eligibility for special education determined?

The school conducts a detailed educational evaluation. The parent signs a written consent for the
evaluation. The school must complete the evaluation within 60 school days. The school must
provide the parent a copy of the schools written evaluation. The IEP Team discusses the results.

A student is determined eligible for special education if:

1. they meet one of the 13 categories of eligibility identified in the IDEA,

2. the student is in need of special education and related services. The student must need
these services because of his or her identified eligibility in order to benefit from
education.

If the school says the student cannot have an [EP, a parent may request another evaluation. The
school must pay. The parent picks a professional that has the right education and skills. The
school may provide the parent a list of potential independent evaluators. You are not required to
select a professional from the school’s list. The district must either grant your request to pay for
this evaluation or ask for a Due Process Hearing.



What are my rights to reasonable post-secondary academic accommodations
under the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation

Act of 19732

A college or university may not discriminate against an individual solely based on disability.
They must provide reasonable accommodations to the student’s known disability. These
accommodations must give the student an equal opportunity to participate in the school’s
programs, activities, and services. This includes everything from the classroom to extracurricular
activities. The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
provide students with disabilities powerful protections from discrimination.

Who is eligible for these rights?
A student must have a mental or physical impairment that:

» substantially limits one or more major life activities,
e or has a record of such impairment
e oris regarded as having such an impairment.

Below are a couple of examples of help a student may receive from a college:

o free auxiliary aids
» modifications participate and benefit from their education ...
o For example, extra time, notes, specialized materials, audio books, special
technology.

There are limitations to your rights in college. Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act only applies to
schools that receive federal funds. Some schools do not receive financial aid or federal funding.
Colleges do not have to modify class content or academic standards if it fundamentally alters
their program. This simply means that colleges are not required to reduce their standards for
grading or degree requirements because of a person’s disability. Colleges can request adequate
medical documentation from the student that proves the need for the requested help and the
connection to the student’s disabilities.

Who is the app for? Who designed it?

This app is intended to serve as a guide to Kansas students, parents and educators on transition
planning based upon requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and the
Kansas Act for Exceptional Children. Individuals residing outside of Kansas may use this free
app, but it is recommended that you first check your state laws to ensure the information 1s
applicable in your state. It's always a good idea to consult with your state's Protection and
Advocacy System (P&A) to find out how the tools of this app may be applicable in your state
(go to www.ndrm.org to find the P&A in your state). The information contained in the app 1s not
legal advice. Please contact an attorney in your state for advice if you need specific advice.



