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Testimony in Opposition to House Bill 2385
House Taxation Committee

Shaping policy that puts children first

Chairman Johnson and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition to House Bill
2385. Kansas Action for Children’s vision is to make Kansas the best state to
raise a child, and our organization shapes health, education, and economic
policies that benefit Kansas children and their families. The state’s tax policy
choices determine whether Kansas can meet the needs of children. Policies
implemented since 2012 have weakened programs that serve Kansas children
while undermining the financial well-being of working families. House Bill 2385
would disproportionately impact low- and moderate-income Kansas children
and families, and we encourage policymakers to instead adopt a comprehensive
tax reform that raises sufficient revenue to meet the needs of Kansas children.

Kansas children deserve fair tax policy. A flat tax would shift the tax
responsibility onto working Kansans, asking low-income families with children to
pay more. Under current tax policy, everyday Kansans already pay higher taxes
relative to their incomes than the wealthiest in our state. A flat tax structure
would exacerbate this unfairness.

House Bill 2385 does not meet the needs of Kansas children. Since 2011,
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There are better choices for children and families. Instead of adopting a flat Lt. Kelvin Johnsan
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tax reform that restores revenues, closes the structural gap, and allows Kansas Stephanie Makalous
to reinvest in our children. After nine rounds of budget cuts, it is time for the Francis Mascarenhas
state to fix the failed tax policy at the root of this problem — not compound the giradhl\?]”ays -
damage. We urge the committee to reject House Bill 2385 and instead focus Chistmscgzimeger
on the path forward by enacting comprehensive tax reform. Marty Rombold

Jamie Schmaltz
Dale Walker, PhD




