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’“1 <= Disability Planning Organization of Kansas
February 3, 2017

Dear Senator Chairpersen Caroiyn McGinn and Cornrhittee Members

Disability Planning Organization of Kansas (DPOK} is the local Commumty Deve]opmenta! Dlsab lity
Organization (CDDO) for 9 counties in North Centra! Kansas We serve over 700 people with an addltronal 150
people on the waiting list for services.

| am writing to request your conmderatxon of 58173 and subsequent support for people with dlsablhtles their
families, and the community service organizations that provide those vaiuab!e servrces

There has not been a rate increase since 2008. For the past 8 years the IDD system has continued to serve
more people with fewer resources. The lack of rate adjustments coupled with the failure of KanCare has
created a very unstable system. ‘ g '

Stability is critical in creatmcF the best communities in Kansas so we ali mav be ab[e to !we and waork, mc%udmg
people with disabilitie '

As a CDDQ, the quality of supports and services recerved by peraons with disabilities from a Community
Service Provider is directly related to their abili ity to recruit well qualiﬁed well trained staff. The lack of

funding increases does not afford this to providers and we must redlrect our attent:on to funding an adequate |

and reasonable service system for people with disabilities.

This past year our catchment area in north-central 'Kan-sas ekperienced its first provider since 1996 being
unable to serve any new person because of their mabshty to recrwt and retain direct support staff.

As a CDDO, a large par‘c of ourgob is to work with prowders to assure a strong local network. We beheve the
aforementloned things have contrxbuted to a dramatic weakenmg of that system

DPOK has not recelved a smg[e request from a new provrder tojcin our network inover avyear,

Please brmg back to Kansas, and to people with d:sabi ities and the|r famriies a stable, quality model of
services by mcreasmg re;mbursemﬂﬂt rates through the phased-in approach ofSBl73

Thank you for your consrderatlon '

Respectfully Submitted,

" ) C g ] )
Mieke Hoeffner ( i

‘DPOK Dlrector '
119 W. fron, 4th Floor | P.0. Box 1087 | Salina, KS 67402-1067
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