Kansas & National
Education Association

Q

Making public schools great for every child

KANSAS NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION / 715 SW 10TH AVENUE / TOPEKA, KANSAS 66612-1686

Mark Desetti, Testimony
House Bill 2330

House Education Committee
February 20, 2019

Madame Chair, members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to appear before you on House Bill 2330.

As we noted in a hearing last week, Kansas NEA has a long history of working to help teachers and school administrators
combat bullying. We would also note that there have been bullying bills in the statehouse for several years now — it is one
of those perennial issues. We have supported many of those bills.

It seems to me that the problem we are dealing with today is less about the act of bullying and more about how the
schools have responded to previous legislative attempts to address bullying. Most of these hearings are focused on hidden
or unknown policies or the appearance — real or imagined — of a lack of response by schools when there are allegations of
bullying.

It is our fundamental believe that the Kansas State Board of Education is the proper place to take this issue, but we also
hear and understand the frustration that is shared about how effectively the Board has dealt with this issue in the past.

In my mind, the first task that must be undertaken is to see if all districts have adopted bullying policies, if those policies
spell out the district’s processes to identify, investigate, and resolve bullying behaviors, and if those policies are readily
available to members of the general public. My belief is that we may have failed on all those counts.

We do not stand today in opposition to HB 2330. But we also know that some concerns remain.

Last year, with a similar perennial issue — dyslexia — the Legislature established a task force with a specific charge and a
timeline to bring recommendations to this Legislature. The Education Committees reviewed that report last week. The
task force of educators, legislators, attorneys, advocates, and parents worked very hard to come up with a product on
which they could unanimously agree.

Perhaps you could take the same approach to this issue. After all you have several conflicting bills on this issue in the
Legislature today. It would be your prerogative to charge such a task force with researching the actual state of district
plans and the accessibility of those plans today. You could charge such a group with crafting a model policy, with reviewing
all legal issues and ensuring that the rights of all are protected. And you could ensure that school boards, administrators,
teachers, parents, and advocacy organizations are all effectively represented.

We must start listening to each other and understanding that there are ideas worthy of consideration on all sides of the
issue.

There are several bullying bills in the statehouse right now being heard in two different committees. This bill and HB 2257
may both have some good ideas and some problems. | think it would be worth the effort to see if recommendations can
be developed that get a unanimous YES from all the people engaged in this issue.
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