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68-2003. Kansas	turnpike	authority;	membership;	terms;	qualifications;	vacancies;	removal,	when;	oath
or	affirmation;	officers;	quorum;	compensation	and	expenses.	(a)	There	is	hereby	created	a	body
politic	and	corporate	to	be	known	as	the	Kansas	turnpike	authority.	The	authority	is	hereby
constituted	a	public	instrumentality	and	the	exercise	by	the	authority	of	the	powers
conferred	by	this	act	in	the	construction,	operation	and	maintenance	of	turnpike	projects
shall	be	deemed	and	held	to	be	the	performance	of	an	essential	governmental	function.
(b) The	Kansas	turnpike	authority	shall	consist	of	five	members.	Two	members	shall	be
appointed	by	the	governor	for	terms	of	four	years.	The	members	appointed	by	the	governor
shall	be	residents	of	the	state	and	shall	each	year	be	owners	of	revenue	bonds	issued	by	the
Kansas	turnpike	authority.	One	member	of	the	authority	shall	be	the	secretary	of
transportation.	One	member	shall	be	the	chairperson	of	the	committee	on	transportation	of
the	senate,	and	one	member	shall	be	a	member	of	the	committee	on	transportation	of	the
house	of	representatives	and	shall	be	appointed	by	the	speaker	of	the	house	of
representatives.	Any	person	appointed	by	the	governor	to	fill	a	vacancy	on	the	authority
shall	be	appointed	to	serve	only	for	the	unexpired	term,	and	a	member	of	the	authority
shall	be	eligible	for	reappointment.	A	member	of	the	authority	may	be	removed	by	the
governor	for	misfeasance,	malfeasance	or	willful	neglect	of	duty,	but	only	after	reasonable
notice	and	a	public	hearing	conducted	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	Kansas
administrative	procedure	act.	Each	member	of	the	authority,	before	entering	upon	the
member's	duties,	shall	take	and	subscribe	an	oath	or	affirmation	as	required	by	law.
(c) The	authority	shall	elect	one	member	as	chairperson	of	the	authority	and	another	as
vice-chairperson.	The	authority	shall	also	elect	a	secretary-treasurer	who	need	not	be	a
member	of	the	authority.	The	chairperson,	vice-chairperson	and	secretary-treasurer	shall
serve	as	officers	at	the	pleasure	of	the	authority.	Three	members	of	the	authority	shall
constitute	a	quorum	and	the	affirmative	vote	of	three	members	shall	be	necessary	for	any
action	taken	by	the	authority.	No	vacancy	in	the	membership	of	the	authority	shall	impair
the	right	of	a	quorum	to	exercise	all	the	rights	and	perform	all	the	duties	of	the	authority.
(d) Members	of	the	Kansas	turnpike	authority	attending	meetings	of	such	authority,	or
attending	a	subcommittee	meeting	thereof	authorized	by	such	authority,	shall	be	paid
compensation,	subsistence	allowances,	mileage	and	other	expenses	as	provided	in	K.S.A.	75-
3223,	and	amendments	thereto.
(e) On	and	after	July	1,	2013,	the	secretary	of	transportation	shall	serve	as	the	director	of
the	authority.	The	director	shall	be	responsible	for	the	daily	administration	of	the	toll	roads,
bridges,	structures	and	facilities	constructed,	maintained	or	operated	pursuant	to	this	act.
The	director	or	the	director's	designee	shall	have	such	powers	as	are	necessary	to	carry	out
these	responsibilities.
History: L.	1953,	ch.	308,	§	3;	L.	1961,	ch.	307,	§	1;	L.	1967,	ch.	434,	§	19;	L.	1969,	ch.	250,	§	3;	L.
1973,	ch.	268,	§	1;	L.	1974,	ch.	348,	§	34;	L.	1975,	ch.	355,	§	1;	L.	1975,	ch.	427,	§	169;	L.	1982,
ch.	347,	§	28;	L.	1988,	ch.	356,	§	271;	L.	1998,	ch.	182,	§	26;	L.	2013,	ch.	113,	§	1;	L.	2015,	ch.	8,	§
1;	July	1.


