Barton L. Goering, Ph.D.

C . s Superintendent of Schools
l )rlng | 101 E. South Street  Spring Hill, KS 66083-8514
Phone: 913.592.7200 » Fax 913.592.7270

SCHOOL DISTRICT Email: goering@usd230.org
Web site: www.usd230.0tg

House Education Budget Committee
Testimony on HB 2566
Presented by Bart Goering, Superintendent

February 20, 2012

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on HB 2566, a bill that would exclude full-time
virtual school students, who do not reside in that school district, in the determination of
capital improvement aid.

HB 2566 would have a devastating impact on school districts that have taken a risk to
create schools that offer the only public parental school choice program in Kansas.

Virtual schools require facilities for blended programs, state assessment proctoring and
semester and final exam monitoring. Even if students are not living in the district, they
still drive in for activities designed for the student's 21st century education.

The cost for the computers and technology infrastructure required for a world class,

online learning experience is paid for in bond and interest expenditures. It is very
appropriate for online education students to count toward the facility weighting. -

The attached analysis demonstrates the impact on Spring Hill USD’s bond and interest
mill levy if state aid is reduced as a result of not being able to account for virtual
students. HB 2566 would reduce Spring Hill USD’s state aid to approximately 25%,
increasing our local mill levy by 13 mills. The increased mill levy would be effective in
the 2014-2015 school year and continue for 17 years. A cost our local citizens did not
vote for or anticipate. '

In closing, | would ask the Committee to not approve HB 2566.
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