February 20, 2012

Chairwoman Gordan and Members of the House Education Budget Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on HB 2580, which will create a new charter school system in
Kansas. I am Dr. Julie Ford, Superintendent of Topeka Public Schools. The School Board of Topeka
Public Schools adopted a legislative platform this year and took a strong position against the creation of a
new charter school system. Specifically, the Board stated that they oppose the use of tuition tax credits,
voucher systems, charter schools or choice plans to aid private elementary or secondary schools that are
not subject to the same legal requirements and accountability standards as public school systems. Topeka
Public Schools believes this issue is not education "choice," but rather allows the use of public funds to
support schools that can discriminate in admission, provide sectarian religious instruction, and "compete"
under different rules than public schools.

The Kansas Constitution in Article 6 provides that The Kansas State Board of Education be elected to
determine educational policy for the state's primary and secondary schools. The local board of education
is elected by the community to determine educational policy for that district's schools. We believe that
creating a separate commission and appointing an authorizer will not only be unconstitutional, but will
also create a system with no quality control.

The current charter system in Kansas works. The charter schools are under the umbrella of the local
board and some flexibility is granted to Kansas charter schools. The Kansas State Department of
Education (KSDE) provides quality control and sets high expectations, including annual visits and
oversight. Hope Street Academy in Topeka Public Schools is an example of a charter school that is very
successful and has met AYP the past several years.

It is the belief of the Topeka Public Schools Board of Education that Kansas policy makers should adhere
to the Kansas constitutional requirement to suitably and equitably fund education with a state finance
system. It is our opinion that this is one more effort to undermine and underfund public education.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to speak in opposition to HB 2580.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Julie Ford, Superintendent
Topeka Public Schools, USD 501
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