~ BACKGROUND
a Kansas Silver Haired Legislature ;

s

Kansas is one of24 states whrch have a Stlver Harred Legrslature The State oerssoun proneered D

" For several years -. . ¢

the Silver Haired Legislature rnovement holdrng ‘their first session in 1973
In- 1975 the Office on Agrng,

individuals and organrzatrons promoted this program for Kansas.
which was the predecessor agency to the Department on Aging, senously considered thrs program T

| but drd not pursue 1t opttng for the estabhshment ofan annuat Govemor‘s Conference on Agmg

' The va ue ofa SrIverHarred Legrslature as demonstrated in the expenence of other states contrnued o
to impress many people in our state.” This generated renewed Interest.- ‘With efforts and leadersth : e

: " from the Kansas Citizen’s. Councrl on Agmg (KCCA), the Kansas Coalmon on Agrng (KCOA) the . . B

{ ' State Advrsory Council on Agrng and ‘the American ASSOCIEI]OI] of Retrred Persons, Senate-
‘Concurrerit Resolutron 1649 was rntroduced and passed by the: ]982 session  of ‘the Kansas e

Legislature. The resolutton encouraoed the development ofan annua] deer Harred Legjslature a.nd

" allowed the charnbers meeting rooms and staff of the Legrslature to be used by the Silver Haired

L LLeglslature and mstructed the  Silver ‘Haired Legislature to submit recommendatrons fon'nulated PN
durmg Its session to the Governor the Kansas Legtslature and the. Kansas Department on Agmg v

' " 'SCR 1649 is not a permanently bmdtng reso]utron Each year the Legtslatwe Coordmatmg Councrl g

| '\".(LCC) must approve the use of the chambers, meetrng rooms and staff by the Silver, Hatred SR
Legislature. . The. LCC has approved the request of the Srlver Hatred LCgISIﬂr“re for meetlng space- e

"7 and. staﬁ' support each year srnce rts rnceptron

F oHowmg the actlon by the 1982 Kansas Legrslature mdwrduals who had worked for thrs progrzun T
el f_met in early Apnl of that year. “This group contacted statewrde orgamzatrons Work.lng in the field of S
programs for the agmg, askmg them to name and send 2 representatrve to serve on the steering.. .. .

" .commitfee. The steenng committee met and e]ected ofﬁcers and needed ‘cormmittees. The Srlver L
Haired Legrslature was mcorporated as a non-profit organrzatron in Kansas and non—proﬁt status was o

* 'granted by the Intemal Revenue Service. Although no funds were avallable for the Silver Haired -
Legislature, the Steenng Committee voted to move ahead i n full faxth and conﬁdence that the first

Kansas Sllver Harred Legislature could be held October 11- 13, 1983 The enthu51asrn and support -
ofolder persons throughout the state has _]ustrfed this decrsron Connoede o AL

Fo]lowmg the 1984 sessron the - Steenng Cornrmt'tee became the Board ofDrrectors of the Kansas s

Silver Haired Legislature, Inc. The bylaws were amended to. prowde rnembershtp on the board of A

drrectors 10 .14 delegates to the Sllver Haired Legrslature (one from each plan_nmg and servree area -

'[PSA] and three elected leaders) The Srlver Haired Legislature- has contrnued to meet ever}' year
since that first session.. . This handbook provrdes mforrnatron about the 2]st A_nnua] Sessron of the B

Silver Harred LeglsIature



_ ‘By Senators Norve]l Ehr:ch, AJle
Doyen, Eldredge, Fellcxaano Francnsco Gaar, Gaines,
Mortis, Mulich, Parrish, Pomeroy, Rehorn

- Johnston, Karr, Kerr McCray, Meyers Montgomery,
Retlly, Rortz Stemeger Talklngton Thtessen, VldrleSCH Warren and Werts ‘

WHEREAS Many older Kansans Iack an understandmg of the leglslatxve pr

R Ttm is the oﬁgihin Senate Resolution.* * *
‘ “from the 1982 Legislative Session '
- supportlng the Sllver Halred Legls]ature L

SENATE CONCURRENTRESOLUTIONNO 1649 .

Gannon, Harder, Hayden, Hein, Hess, "

- vA CONCURRENT RESOLUTION supportmc the development ofan annual Sleer I—Ian'ed

- ' Legislature in Kansas; authorizing the use of
* requesting that recommendations of such. legislature be submmed to the Governo

S :"Legxslature and the Department on Agmg

Leglslanve chambers, meeting .rooms: and staﬁ" and
r, the Kansas :

popu]ahon W1th the

| ) WHEREAS Older Kansans are the fastest growmg segment of the
‘V between ]970 and

- number of persons over age’ 75 m Kansas havlng mcreased 40

1980;and = T - -
WHEREAS Older Kansans need to.be 1nvolved in the so]utlons that dxrectly affect thelr hves and_

ocess an,d the - Bk -
way in whlch the state. pohcy 18 developed and : S

WI—DZREAS It is most desirable in problern solvmg to mvolve those closely related to
-the prob]ems 1n order to ensure more eﬂ'ectlve lastmg so]utlons and : o

’\VHEREAS A Silver Halred Legrslature is 2 model leglslatlve session ift whxch oIder

‘Kansans are elected by their peers to meet at the State Capitol to initiate and debate

~ policy alternatrves to deal with the problems that affect them; and

WHEREAS S;lver Haired Legrslatures have been used in other States to eﬂ'ectlvely
inform elderly persons about the legrslattve process; to serve as a‘forum where the ‘

elderly can discuss aging palicy issues, and to recommend solutlons to the
_problems of older Kansans: Now, therefore, o :
‘Beit resolved by the Senate of the State of Kansas the House of Representatives concurring

therein: That the Legislature of the State of Kansas supports the development
‘of an annual Silver Haired Legislature in Kansas; and K

n, Ange]] Arasmlth, Boglna, Burke Chandler Chaney, Da_mels . e



Be it ﬁlrther resolved That the Legls] ature of the State of Kansas encourage the fundmo of -

rhe SJIverHazred Leg1slature bybusm sses, foundatzons and pnvate orgamzatlons and

'regular sessmns of the Leglslamre or meetmgs of mterlm Iemslat e committees;. and

' t:.h.e Kansas Leaislature and the Kansas Department

”Hon Agmg at ihe close of the Silve'r Haired Model Leg1s]atwe S essm

] ver Hau'ed Legxslature at a nme that does not mterfere WJth the
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- - TESTIMONY OF -
DON WOODARD

BILL PROPOSAL RURAL TRANSPORTATION |

Madam Chalr members of the Commlttee I am Don Woodard .
- representmg the Kansas Sllver Harred Legislature. We are asklng for thls
comm|ttee to mtroduce as a commrttee b|ll our SHL Blll 2909

ThlS proposed leglslatlon would amend K.S. A 2012 Supp 75-5034 by addmg
deflnltlons for rural transportatlon system and ”Nonurbanrzed area”

| There has been a growmg need for addltlonal transportatlon in our State

.partlcularly to be available |n the rural areas. ThIS sntuatlon has not been R

o addressed in the past and our members feel very strongly regardmg an

' rmprovement |n thrs area

. Nearly every County in Kansas would have one or more areas Wthh would ‘
fqualrfy under these defmltlons —even some of the more populated countles
"whrch have smaller communltles in their boundarles

s Also we feel thls leglslatron should not incur a frscal note since it only adds
'another prlorlty— one WhICh recognlzes a need not addressed thus far.




