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confirmation; amending K.S.A. 2012 Supp. 75-4319 and Rﬁm&iﬂ Sm
existing section.

commission on judicial qualifieations nominations? relating to senate.

“ ‘appointments |
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Be it enacted by the Legislature @» the

New Section 1. (a) ,:53 is hergly created the Kansas commission on
judicial qualifieations ions’. The commission shall be oo_svo%a of

Gte of Kansas:

| appointments |

, one member from each

seven members, appointed as mo:oéV\
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(1) Twe'non-lawyer members/ppointed by the speaker of Eo house;

_ WOE,_

congressional district,

[from the first congressional &m\ﬁoﬁ_

—{from the fourth congressional district]

—from the third congressional district |

_mog the second oonmqomzoc& Qmﬁoﬂ_

11 (2) one non-lawyer member.appointed by the minority leader of the
12 house; - .

13 (3) one non-lawyer member‘appointed by the state freasurer;

14 (4) one lawyer member.appointed by the chief justice of the supreme
15  court; S . .

16 (5) one lawyer member/appointed by the attorney general, and

17 (6) one retired district judge appointed by Em Kansas county and "
18  district attorneys association”

19 (b) Members shall be appointed for terms of two years. All members
20 may be reappointed. Members shall serve without salary, but may be
21 reimbursed for travel and other expenses actually and :oommmm:&\ incurred
22 inthe _umamo:dm:om om Ea: duties.

23

24

25

26 (d) A majority of the commission shall ooum:z:m a n:oEE to do
27 business, but no final action shall be taken except upon a vote of the
28 majority of the members of the commission. The commission shall #e# be
29  subject to the open meetings act, K.S.A. 75-4317 through 75-4320a, and
30 amendments thereto. The commission, in accordance with K.S.A. 75-
31 4319, and amendments thereto, may recess Jor a closed or executive
32 meeting when it is considering confidential information related to.the
33 appointee’s qualifications for office. Any confidential documents or
34

other confidential E\e::ﬁs: &.S:E& by the commission shall be

who shall serve as chairperson -
of the commission

| Strike, redesignate subsections|
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privileged and confidential, shall not be a public record and shall not be
subject to discovery or subpoena in a civil or criminal action.

(¢) Whenever the governor or the chief justice of the supreme court
makes an appointment to the position of justice of the supreme court or
judge ‘of the court of appeals, subject. to senate confirmation, the
commission shall hold a meeting to interview such appointee within 30
days after the appointment is made. The commission shall obtain any
information related to the appointee's qualifications for office that the
commission deems necessary. The commission shall prepare a written
report of its assessment of the appointee's qualifications for office. A
majority of the commission shall approve the written report and submit
such report to the president of the senate and the chairperson of the
judiciary committee of the senate not later than 30 days after the
appointment is made.

New Sec. 2. (a) Zoﬂz::mﬂm:&um any other law to the oosqm:a\u all
appointments to the position of justice of the supreme court or judge of the
court of appeals made by the governor or the chief justice of the supreme
court, which are subject to moumﬁa oo:mn:maoz ey ESSN be oowwamaam
and acted upon by the senate
%I%éﬁlw%%i&i%@z? in open}
session.

(b) When any appointment described in subsection (a) is received by
the senate, such appointment shall be referred to the judiciary committee
of the senate by the president of the senate immediately after the written
report concerning such appointment is received from the Kansas

commission on judicial gualifications’or, if no written report is received
within the time specified in section 1, and amendments thereto, on the next

legislative day-following the last day of the period of time specified for

submission of such report in section 1, and amendments thereto.

(c) Such appointment referred to the judiciary committee shall be
returned to the senate within 15 legislative days after the same are referred,
together with a report thereon. If the appointment is not returned to the
senate within the period of time specified for its return, the appointment
shall be considered to be returned to the senate without recommendation
on the next legislative day following the last day of the period of time
specified for its return. ,

(d) Any such appointment may be considered and acted upon by the
senate at any time after the appointment is returned to the senate. No
motion to confirm any such appointment shall be in order without the
unanimous consent of the senate until the appointment is returned to the
senate.

Sec. 3. K.S.A. 2012 Supp. 75-4319 is hereby amended to read as
Jollows: 75-4319. (a) Upon formal motion made, seconded and carried,

“ appointments




