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To Senate Standing Committee on Federal and State Affairs Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, Chair Sen. Jay Emler,
Vice Chair

Re: Relating to Open meetings; minutes required; open records; charges limited, SB10
In Support
Public records for sale.

I have spent thousands of dollars on public record requests. These are not random requests. These
requests specifically deal with my neighborhood and the community where | live.

My neighborhood common area and parkland (http://www.whereisourpark.com) was traded away with
plans for snake habitats and environmental credits.

The 40 acre park property intertwined between our homes and through our community was threatened.
I needed information. | heeded it quick.

Public record information was the ammunition | needed.

One of many KORA requests was estimated to cost me $268.08. But the final bill calculated at the cash
register was $345.96 for 379 electronic pages. That does not include printing. It took a long time to find
these records that were required to be kept by law.

After purchasing those 379 pages, | was able to access the city website database directly, to retrieve the
information for nearly 300 pages, much more efficiently. Records and information important to, and
owned by the public, must be made easier to access.

Public record requests are inefficient because the burden of access falls on the citizen. Many times, |
have been forced to decide whether the information | seek is 'worth the price'. Access to public owned
records is a fundamental right, yet for some reason, | can't afford it.

One important request for information regarding my neighborhood, was estimated at $3,300. It would
cost me $3,300 to hire a programmer to "Develop a search application", "Clone e-mails into a test lab",

———— —"Review data"; and finally "Create PDF files". The offer to-write the'search-program-application myself — — — —-
was dismissed.

Citizens who choose to verify the efficiency of government agencies, are met with immediate
inefficiency. | hope it doesn't take THAT long to find information. Unfortunately, THAT is how much |
must pay. Is the agency discouraging public access, or dragging their feet? Or is the agency inefficient?
Neither is acceptable.

| plea for your assistance and support of Senate Bill 10.
Sincerely,

Tony Lauer
4417 Grove St.
Shawnee, KS 66226

Sn Fed & State
Attachment 10

3-12-13



14

WEDNESDAY,

JUNE

13,

2012

JOCO913.COM

By KAREN DILLON |
The Kansas City Star

Shawnee advocates of open
government might be able to
chalk up a victory.

The Shawnee City Council
agreed Monday night to recon-
sider how it keeps records of its
meetings.

More than a year ago, the Ci-

SAAME R MNAN i
Contact Thesa Alsobrook or Bill Gerue - (913) 681-8383

Email: LiveAtChapelHill@gmail.com
LiveAtChapelHill.com

173rd and Pflumm - OVERI.AND PARK

ty Council did away with de-
tailed minutes of meetings that
record not only votes but what
council members say about is-
sues and comments made by
the public. Keeping detailed
minutes cost several thousand
dollars a year, council mem-
bers said in doing away with
thern.

Shawnee joined the Johnson
County Commission, Lenexa
and other cities that have pared
back minutes to only a brief de-
scription of the issue and votes.
The public is left to rely on au-

Shawnee to reconsider
its use of limited minutes

dio tapes or video of the meet-
ings, which are difficult to re-
search and sometimes dom’t
work, 913 reported in April.

But at Monday's meeting,
Shawnee resident Tony Lauer
told the council he has being
doing research of an issue af-
fecting his neighborhood and
had been reading council min-
utes back to the 1990s.

The minutes of the last 18
months were almost worthless,
he said. And it was impossible
to find information in hours of
audio tapes. .

“My research relied very
heavily (on the minutes),”
Lauer said. “There are periods
of soft spoken or energetic
multi-party discussions (on the
tapes) that are difficult to un-
derstand. My ability to gather
the relevant documents, search
within and categorize and pri-
oritize documents would be
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nearly impossible without this
critical resource,” he said.

Councilman Jeff Vaught said
he had been a “big supporter”
of the limited minutes, but now
believes he was wrong. Vaught,
who lives in Lauer’s neighbor-
hood and is familiar with
Lauer’s research, asked that the
issue be referred back to the
Committee of the Whole.

The council agreed umani-
mously.

On Tuesday, Councilwoman
Michelle Distler said she “had
fought tooth and nail to hold on
to the minutes” and was now
hopeful that detailed minutes
would be restored. Distler said
there are several arguments for
keeping detailed minutes, in-
c¢luding research, transparency
and historical purposes.

“(Limited minutes) are good
if you are trying to hide some-
thing,” she said. “Trying to
claim that these are more
transparent is ridiculous. Who
has time to sit and listen to
hours and hours and hours of
meetings to see what their
council member is doing in
their representation of them?”

“We already have lost almost
two years of records and that
makes me almost sick to my
stomach thinking about that,”
she said.

To reach Karen Dilion, call
816-234-4430 or send email to
kdillon@kcstar.com.
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Raising
chickens

debated

LoA ca Former , - ; ase Soacal o The Star
“Special to: 2 3 L 1 A R :

v(;tlct]y,ug g - = e uh : :: Feathers were ruffled Tuesday

“’h ST e R e o o oo aspeople debated whether Roe-

: e : e S land Park should allow residents
udio recordings that. : R S o b Rt to keep hens.

cmégo‘;’ﬁloif}on i b il i At i i " The city is considering

>u:m Ftostu dy thcau- v DS (e L bhdes ; 3 5 whether residents should be

Th Eomhen kil : A ' L able to keep as many as six hens

for a $100 fee. Roosters would

be banned. Among the recom-

mendations, a veterinarian
would have to cxamine the
hens, coops could be no bigger
than 9 feet by 9 feet and they
would have to be set back at
F ol i {i;l;; two feet from property
- va;du‘l)gfgﬁ : oee e ; i At the meeting, which drew
P NCL trahs ding v eet! 000 SacHIG lany: about 35 people, opponents
s R i B ey M i st ees worried about noise, odor, dis-

: : o G ease, vermin and falling proper-
ty values. Proponents, including
members of CHIRP — City
Hens In Roeland Park — said

Caring For Women Through All Phases of Life city codes could address con-
o § : : Megan Bowdan, a resident
Town Plaza Family Practice Welcomes Dr. Makeba Williams who i her family has lived in
L . . Roeland Park for six genera-
- : tions, said she was adamantly
opposed to allowing residents
to keep chickens.
“I pay more to live in Johnson
County because I don’t want to

Makeba Williams, MD, board-certified OB/GYN, is accepting new patients.
“She specializes inwomen’s health from-adolescents to-menopause: Her—
clinical interests and expertise include:

She said chickens should be
raised in the country and thinks
urban chickens are a novelty

D, M " ;
¢ Personalized care for » Adolescent gynecology that will weat off.

expectant moms e Management of abnormal Also opposed was resident
¢ Minimally invasive and Pap tests David Rowland. He said chicken

coops in his neighbors’ back-
yards would affect his ability to
sell his home and could damage
his property value.

Supporters  said  chicken
coops haven't hurt property val-
ues in other cities. They also
said there was no increase in
predators and that chickens

laparoscopic surgery

were not a health hazard.
. . . ) “Rodents are attracted by dog,
Town Plaza Family Practice is affiliated with Menorah Medical cat and bird food” said Sheri
Center and accepts all major insurance plans, Extended hours McNeil. “They’re already here
and same day appointments are available. in the city”

Teresa Kelly said keeping

To schedule an appointment, please call 913-498-6632 or visit
www.townplazafamilypractice.com for more information SEE CHICKENS | PAGE 9

—be aroundlivestock,"~she-said——
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about:blank

-------- Original Message --------
Subject:Money for important detailed meeting minutes
Date:Mon, 10 Sep 2012 16:00:34 -0500
From:Tony Lauer <tonylauer@me.com>
To:governingbody@cityofshawnee.org

Mr. Mayor and members of the Governing Body,
Thank you for the opportunity to reconsider restoration of detailed meetings minutes.

We desire successful restoration of detailed meeting minutes. We also desire continuing to
improve upon the IQM2 streaming system in place.

Six months ago, I only knew about minutes that passed with time too quickly on a clock. With
my head in the sand, I chose to stay out of politics. I'd rather spend my time with my 3
sons and my family.

In April, I learned that our neighborhood park and common areas were being threatened by
developers. Unfortunately, our neighborhood was under attack. But we needed help. We needed
information. We needed history.

Since April, I've learned about the kind of minutes that are a topic for discussion this
evening. These minutes proved critical to piece together the true record of business
presented to our City, regarding Rodrock and Crimson Ridge.

While I may not understand or appreciate politics, I strongly believe in the democracy made
possible by an informed public. I've spent countless minutes away from my family, to do my
part, in promoting an informed public.

I've spent my life utilizing technology to increase efficiency. Today, citizens are building
resources and applications to help inform, and promote efficiency of Shawnee. We're
dedicating significant energy to provide efficient information to the citizens of Shawnee.

——Staff reports—suggest—thatthe-transcript—of-the-business—of-Shawnee—fell-victim-to
budgetary concerns. While I'm prepared to dispute the proposed expenses in great detail, I
don't believe that's effective use of my few minutes of time.

We've compiled some history of expense and transaction data, so we could help find some
money for minutes. We feel confident in the sources of data, and the presumptions of
savings. However, we're always looking for additional data to increase our capabilities.
When the data was compiled, it didn't take long to find money.

Here's ONE item.

Shawnee has spent tens, if not hundreds of thousands of
dollars on sewer charges, but shouldn't.

Sewer bills are calculated on how much water you use. When
you turn on the faucet, water goes down the drain, and into
the sewer system. But for big water users with lots of

lo -\
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about:blank

sprinklers in parks and swimming pools, you’re supposed to
have a device called a “deduct” meter. A “deduct” meter is
installed to separate toilets and sinks that need sewers,
from sprinklers and swimming pools that don’t.

According to my recent Johnson County Wastewater call, some
Shawnee parks and pools don’t have “deduct” meters installed,
which is why those park sewer bills, for just a couple
toilets and sinks, is “significant.” I haven’t confirmed how
long yet, but I think this has been going on for a very long
time. Money down the toilet. LOTS of money down the toilet.
Can we get a refund?

Overland Park spends less than 5% of their water supply
charges on sewer fees, but here in Shawnee, we pay a whopping
33.465%. Oops, we aren’t supposed to pay sewer charges for
lawns and swimming pools, because that water doesn’t go down
the sewer. (See “Sewer Use Credit” @ http://jcw.org

/cscommercial.htm)

Here are the numbers between 1/2010 and 8/2012.

Water supply for Overland Park $562,756.47
-Sewer charges for Overland Park $27,596.23, which equals
4.90% of the water supplied

Water supply for Shawnee $293,711.30
-Sewer charges for Shawnee $98,289.35, which equals 33.47% of

the water supplied.

That number really should be closer to $15,000. There’s $83k
that Shawnee has wasted.

The current format of the minutes is poor, and far less than the summary minutes approved.
The current implementation of Governing Body approval has been a failure. We aren't getting
what was approved. Based on study of old detailed meeting minutes, staff reports, Shawnee
policy, and Kansas Statute, our city minutes fail. Our current meeting minutes fail to

- provide a true record and fail to promote democracy.

Below is a sample of the meeting minutes for approval this evening:

16-S
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My fellow Shawnee citizens and I have worked very hard to do our part. We feel that these
detailed minutes and meeting transcripts are crucial, so are focused on bringing them back.
The citizens of Shawnee want to be represented and informed. Your responsibility to
democracy and your constituents requires it. Your existence as an elected official demands
it.

I genuinely respect and admire each of you for subjecting yourselves to public service.
Democracy isn't easy, and it's not supposed to be.

I'm happy to entertain any questions, or elaborate to any detail desired.

Sincerely,

Tony Lauer
4417 Grove St.
Shawnee, KS 66226

tonylauer@me.com
cell: 913-220-8669
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July 5,

Open Records Request

Subject::
From: Keith Campbell <KCampbell@C| Shawnee.Ks.Us>
Date: 7/6/2012 3:42 PM
To: tonylauer@me.com

Tony,

I have received your Kansas Open Records Act request for permits ,
reports, email, and corres ondence et al. We | - this request
will take up toi 5 : ', Because of the length of time
needed for this request we anticipate that we would need some additional
time to complete your request As per P011cy Statement 15 we would

268.08. There will be an
'The cost for the copies will be

aébéndént'onythe amount of material found that is germane to your request.

Please let me know if you have any questions.
Keith

Keith D. Campbell

City Clerk | City of Shawnee
913-742-6243
www.GoodStartsHere.org
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Rez Open Record Request - Crimson Ridge

\

Subject: Re: Open Record Request - Crimson Ridge
From: Keith Campbell <KCampbell@Ci.Shawnee.Ks.Us>
Date: 7/26/2012 4:56 PM

To: Tony Lauer <tonylauer@me.com>

Tony,
Below is a copy of the document used to determine the cost of your KORA request.
Kandi Manchion —Developement Services 1 hour $19.69
Ron Hooper- Development Services 3.5 hours $156.38
Paul Chaffee- Planning 1.25hours  $78.84
Keith Campbell- Administration 1.5 hours $43.69
$298.58
E-Copy 379 pages  $47.38
Total $345.96

There are no additional records created or maintained related to this request and, therefore, there are no further records to be
provided

| know that all parties involved in this request worked together to completely and fully address all of your requested materials
and that all parties reviewed all of the material prior to release to verify that all requested material was provided, and that to
the best of our knowledge we fully complied with your request.

Keith

Keith D. Campbell

City Clerk | City of Shawnee
913-742-6243
www.GoodStartsHere.org

1of4

From:  Tony Lauer <tonylauer@me.com>

To:  Keith Campbell <KCampbell@Ci.Shawnee.Ks.Us>
Date: 07/24/2012 04:11 PM

Subject:  Re: Open Record Request - Crimson Ridge

Hi Keith,

Please provide a detail on the calculated staff utilized and time required to fulfill this request. The group of
Crimson Ridge residents that I'm working with would like to know what staff employees and departments and
the detail of their respective costs incurred.

If appropriate, I'd like to know what queries and processes were involved in the attempt to complete this

o -4
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Re?Open Record Request - Crimson Ridge

il

request.

I'm concerned that some known records that would qualify under this request were not included.

Please let me know what | can do from here.

Thanks,

Sent from my iPad

On Jul 19, 2012, at 4:20 PM, Tony Lauer <tonylauer@me.com> wrote:
Thank you Keith, I'm on my way with $$S$. Could you copy the files onto CD so | can pick it up?
Sent from my iPhone: 913-220-8669 (call or text)

On Jul 19, 2012, at 3:54 PM, Keith Campbell <KCampbell@Ci.Shawnee.Ks.Us> wrote:

Tony-

We have completed your Kansas Open Record Act request dated July 5, 2012. As per Policy Statement 15 the total cost of your

request is $345.96. Total staff time came to $298.58 and the cost of copies came to $47.38

I understand your opinion that copy fees should not be charged because you requested the materials in electronic form. The
City has operated that all “copies” of records, regardless of form ( paper or electronic), should be charged at .25 cents per page.
The Kansas Attorney General has even spoke on this matter, "(w)hen public records are repackaged in a computerized formin
order to facilitate public access to the records, additional fees for computerization may be charged” A.G. Opinion No. 95-64.

Your statement that you should not be charged for an electronic “copy” led me to research if electronic copies should have a
fee associated with them, and if so, what that fee should be. The final answer came from the Kansas Attorney General ‘s Office .
The Attorney General’s Office charges .25 cents per paper copy, and 12.5 cents per copy produced in electronic form. | think it
appropriate to reduce our per electronic copy page fee to match the fee that is currently being charged by the Attorney

General.

Once payment has been received | would be happy to email your documentation. The file is almost 20 MB, so multiple emails

2of4

will be required. For an additional fee of $5.001canplace allof the dataon-aCD:

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Keith

Keith D. Campbell

City Clerk | City of Shawnee
913-742-6243
www.GoodStartsHere.org

From:  Tony Lauer <tonylauer@me.com>

To:  Keith Campbell <KCampbell@Ci.Shawnee.Ks.Us>
Date: 07/19/2012 01:25 PM

Subject:  Re: Open Record Request - Crimson Ridge
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Re: Open Record Request - Crimson Ridge

a
>

Hi Keith,

Just touching base to check status. Not rushing, but am curious how things are looking..
Thanks,

Sent from my iPhone: 913-220-8669 (call or text)

On Jul 17,2012, at 11:25 AM, Tony Lauer <tonylauer@me.com> wrote:

Keith,

Thank you very much. Please note that the request was for documents to be emailed. As previously discussed,
copying charges would not apply since the requested format is not printed paper copy.

Understandably, any charges for time required by staff to scan or collect those electronic files is appropriate.

| appreciate anything that you can do to assist in fulfilling the Open Records Request, dated July 5, 2012,
efficiently. As you may be aware, the request is time sensitive.

Thanks,

tonylauer@me.con
On 7/16/2012 2:48 PM, Keith Campbell wrote:
Tony,

| have spoken with the staff working to complete your Kansas Open Records Act request dated July 5, 2012. We anticipate this
request will be completed by Wednesday or Thursday of this week. The time needed to complete this request can be attributed

to the following:

Amount of materials requested.

Age of the materials.

Search to locate the materials.

All of the materials are kept off site and have to be requested and retrieved.
Time to go through the storage boxes.

Time to find specific materials.

Time to copy materials.

Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
Keith

Keith D. Campbell

City Clerk | City of Shawnee
913-742-6243
www.GoodStartsHere.org
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Re? Open Kecord Request - Crimson Ridge

Al
>

<2012-07-05 COS Open Records Request Form.pdf>
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